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1
ARTIFICIAL WEAR RESISTANT PLUG FOR
MOUNTING TO EXISTING JOINT BONE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This Application is a Division of application Ser. No.
12/919,242 filed on Aug. 25, 2010. Application PCT/
US2009/041627, 014 and claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application 61/031,192 filed on Feb. 25, 2008. Appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/919,242 now Issued U.S. Pat. No. 8,702,
801, claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application
61/031,192 filed on Feb. 25, 2008, all contents of which are
incorporated herein in their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to retrofit joint
assemblies associated with existing bone structure. More spe-
cifically, the present invention discloses an artificial and
wear-resistant plug adapted for mounting to an opposing end
face of at least one existing and joint defined bone and in order
to provide a retrofit knee assembly associated with reduce
discomfort and recovery time.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The prior art is documented with examples of implant
devices and assemblies, such typically being retrofit applied
to existing joints. Representative examples of known implant
devices and assemblies include, among others, the implant
device and method of manufacture set forth in Philipp, U.S.
Publication No. 2008/0195216 and which teaches a knee
implant with first and second component surfaces. U.S. Pat.
No. 7,291,169, issued to Hodorek, teaches a cartilage implant
for replacing a portion of the cartilage adjacent to a skeletal
joint.

Additional examples of joint prosthesis include the implant
of Buscheer, US 2008/0071381 which teaches an implant
joint with a micro-rough bearing surface formed by sintering.
Scott 2008/0114459 discloses a prosthesis implanted within a
bone and including a shell and inter-fitting liner.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention discloses an artificial and wear-re-
sistant plug mounted to an existing bone associated with a
joint structure and which includes a three dimensional and
composite plasticized material. An end surface of an existing
bone is reconditioned in preparation for engagement of the
plug thereto and in order to define a reconditioned artificial
wear surface. In a preferred application, a pair end mounted
plugs are arranged in opposing fashion between first and
second bones and respectively define a male receiving end
and a female socket. A lubricant retaining and cartilage defin-
ing exterior layer is applied to one or both of opposing sur-
faces of the plugs.

Other features include a plurality of lubricant communi-
cating channels associated with at least one of the plug and
lubricant communicating layers. The polymeric insert plug
further exhibits an integrally defined and interiorly extending
root structure for being secured to a mating and associated
interiorly machined surface of the bone. An injected expan-
sion plastic is employed for filling a cavity established
between said plug root structure and a cored recess of the
bone.
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At least one of the joint establishing and opposing implant
plugs is secured through cutting, notching or abrasive resur-
facing of an associated bone end surface prior to surface
engagement thereto of at least one of the plasticized materials
according to a specified shape and at a co-acting location with
an opposing bone. The surface attached materials further can
include clip portions which are secured to the bone end sur-
faces, via reverse face extending fasteners seating within
interiorly machined drill hole locations associated with the
bone ends.

In one variant, the plasticized insert material can include a
miniaturized, flexible and depth-wise apertured wear disc
placed in localized inter-disposed fashion between selected
coacting surfaces associated with first and second joint estab-
lishing bone surface, the flexible wear disc further being
constructed of a soft cushioning plastic. The composite plas-
ticized material may also include a substantially keystone
shaped insert configured for localized engagement with a
selected joint end face location.

The insert may further exhibit under surface roughening
such that, upon installing the insert into a machined end face
of the bone in contact with the bone marrow, new bone adhe-
sion is promoted. The composite plastic material may also
incorporate a plastic insert with recess mounting studs, these
securing at first and second abrading joint surface locations
associated with the bone.

Additional variants include a whole or partial joint estab-
lished between male projecting/extending and female/cup-
shaped receiving end secured implants. The male and female
defined ends are configured to mimic the normal interaction
of surfaces corresponding to such as knee joint, as well as in
additional applications to such as elbow and hip joints.

In addition to the male/female configured ends, the assem-
bly may also include interconnecting/transitioning stem por-
tions, these connecting at a first end to a rear surface of either
male or female implant. The stem portions are interiorly
hollowed with an open communicating end and are config-
ured to seat within the hollow interior of the sectioned bone
end. Surface area increasing portions, such as various types of
keyed portions, are configured upon the open inner surfaces
of the stem portions, these promoting the increase in natural
bone growth and adhesion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference will now be made to the attached drawings,
when read in combination with the following detailed
description, wherein like reference numerals refer to like
parts throughout the several views, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective illustration of a male portion asso-
ciated with a partial joint assembly according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a further rotated perspective of FIG. 1 and illus-
trating the threaded mounting shaft associated with the sur-
face secured implant cap for adhesive engagement to a com-
bined substrate and stem supporting portion;

FIG. 3 is a further rotated perspective of the male implant
supported cap shown in FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 4 is a yet further underside rotated perspective of the
partial implant end cap shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a perspective illustration of a female implant cap
portion associated with a partial joint assembly, and such as
which can be cooperatively established along with either a
full or partial male implant assembly;

FIG. 6 is a rotated perspective of the female implant assem-
bly of FIG. 5 and further showing a similar threaded mounting
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shaft for adhesive engagement with a recess defining location
of' a combined substrate and stem supporting portion of the
female (or receiver) joint;

FIG. 7 is a further perspective view of the female partial
implant cap of FIG. 6; and

FIG. 8 is a yet further underside facing perspective view of
female partial implant cap.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to FIGS. 1-8 a series of illustrations are
provided of a retrofit joint assembly according to various
embodiments and which reconditions and repairs worn joints
associated with natural bones. In particular, the present inven-
tion discloses associated articles, assemblies and methods for
reconditioning, such as occurring in vivo within a patient and
with the use of sophisticated medical drills and related tools,
the worn ends of first and second bones and prior to installa-
tion of prosthetic joint implants which are much less invasive
than previously known implant designs and which provide for
dramatic increases in patient comfort and wear life.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a perspective illustration is shown
at10 of a male portion associated with a partial joint assembly
according to a further preferred embodiment. In this variant,
a stem shaped base component 12 incorporated into the
reconditioned end of a selected bone can include an integral
combination of a male implant body and bone securing stem.
A further joint defining male convex portion, see at 14, can
include an existing (and substantially undamaged) bone sur-
face or can be provided as a further part of a prosthetic joint
implant.

Alternatively, the stem can be separately mounted to the
substrate portion of the male implant. Itis also envisioned and
understood that, alternative a bone secured implant, an actual
bone end location can be reconditioned in order to exhibit the
multi-sided and tapered configuration as illustrated by hex-
shaped and interconnecting sides 16, 18, 20, et. seq.

As further shown in the rotated illustration of FIG. 2, a
cap-shaped attachment, see at 22, includes a pseudo dome
shaped (on convex shaped) top from which extends a threaded
interior screw portion 24. The interior surface of the dome
shaped top can exhibit a multi-sided configuration matching
the pseudo hex shape designed into the implant 12, the screw
portion 24 seating within an aperture 26 defined in a mating
location of the base implant component 12. As previously
described, adhesives or the like can be employed for securely
bonding the cap attachment 22 to the base implant 12 and
associated stem supporting portion.

FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate, generally at 28, first and second
rotated perspectives of a further male implant cap attachment,
such as similar to that shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The cap
attachment exhibits a reinforced construction, such as which
can include the provision of stiffening and/or reinforcing
inserts (see at 30 and 32) incorporated into the interior wall
construction of the cap attachment and between inner and
outer arcuate surfaces of the dome shaped cap attachment.
The bottom extending inserts can also be removed in favor of
recess notches to adjust the flexural nature of the cap attach-
ment and it is also envisioned that the material construction of
the component can be modified to exhibit different desired
properties. Also illustrated are additional bottom positioned
and inwardly/peripherally extending reinforcing inserts, at 34
and 36, these arranged proximate to a bottom extending edge
38 of the attachment cap. A threaded mounting screw 40 is
again shown and to facilitate mounting of the cap to either an
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4

existing and reconditioned bone or a base supporting implant
component as shown in FIG. 1.

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, additional perspective illustra-
tions are shown, generally at 42, of a further modified sub-
strate joint assembly including a supporting stem 44
implanted within a reconditioned and joint defining bone end,
and upon which is secured a configured female partial
implant cap portion, further at 46, this associated with a
partial joint assembly and such as which can be cooperatively
established along with either a full or partial male implant
assembly. The conditioning and mounting aspects illustrated
are substantially identical as those described in relation to the
male mounting arrangement shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, with a
tapered hex pattern (sides 48, 50, 52, et. seq.) formed into an
upper surface of a base component supported by the stem 44
and, along with an upper surface defined recess 54, seating
and fixedly securing the female implant cap portion 46 and its
associated and downwardly extending mounting screw por-
tion 56.

The female cap shaped implant 46 otherwise exhibits a
concave shaped top recess configuration 58 or depression
bounded by a protruding outer ridge 60 this cooperatively
seating the convex shape associated with the male cap attach-
ment (or a similar configured natural male bone joint engag-
ing surface). Also, and with mutual reference to the male cap
shaped implant 22, the current variant permits replacement of
either the male or female cap shaped implant 46, such as after
a given iteration of use, and without requiring concurrent
replacement of the base implant component which is secured
to the existing reconditioned bone.

FIG. 6 is a rotated perspective of the female implant assem-
bly of FIG. 5 and again showing a similar threaded mounting
shaft for adhesive engagement with a recess defining location
of' a combined substrate and stem supporting portion of the
female (or receiver) joint. Finally, FIGS. 7 and 8 are further
perspective views of the female partial implant cap of FIG. 6
and which again can include stiffener inserts (see at 62, 64 and
66, 68) incorporated into the top and base perimeter walls of
the cap shaped insert 46 and in order to adjust the material and
flexural properties of the cap attachment.

Having described my invention, other and additional pre-
ferred embodiments will become apparent to those skilled in
the art to which it pertains, and without deviating from the
scope of the appended claims:

I claim:

1. A joint implant assembly, comprising:

a first component having a first supporting stem adapted to
being mounted to a reconditioned end of a first joint
defining bone and having an exposed portion exhibiting
a first depth extending aperture;

a first cap attachment exhibiting a convex exterior surface,
said first cap attachment having a first underside mating
with said first exposed portion, a first screw portion
extending from said first underside of said first cap
attachment and engaging within said first depth extend-
ing aperture for mounting said first cap attachment to
said first component; and

a second component having a second supporting stem
adapted to being mounted to a reconditioned end of a
second joint defining bone and having a second exposed
portion exhibiting a second depth extending aperture;

a second cap attachment exhibiting a concave exterior sur-
face, said second cap attachment having a second under-
side mating with said second exposed portion of said
second component, a second screw portion extending
from said underside of said second cap attachment and
engaging within said second underside depth extending
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aperture for mounting said second cap attachment to
said second component, said first and second cap attach-
ments defining removeable and replaceable components
for providing a reconditioned artificial wear surface; and
wherein at least one of said exposed portions further 5
includes a plurality of discontinuous and interconnect-
ing side and top surfaces for receiving and securing said
mating underside of said respective first or second cap
attachments; and further comprising at least one stiff-
ener insert incorporated into a plasticized construction 10
associated with each of the convex and concave shaped
cap attachments, wherein said stiftener inserts each have
an arcuate profile and are incorporated into a perimeter
formed by each of said interconnecting side and top
surfaces defining each of said cap attachments. 15
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