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(57) ABSTRACT

A machine for producing a three dimensional joint replace-
ment article and which exhibits a three dimensional shaped
body incorporating a scanner component for at least receiving
a digitized input corresponding to a set of dimensions asso-
ciated with a replacement article to be produced. Incorporated
in die machine is a numerical control guided machining sub-
assembly in communication with at least one material blank
corresponding to an article to be produced. Material shavings
are vacuum removed and collected for disposal and, follow-
ing CNC machining, the finished part is deposited into a
cavity accessed by a retrieval door for removal.

20 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
MULTI-LEVEL MACHINE FOR
DUPLICATING A SECTIONED AND
SCANNED BONE END AND FOR
PRODUCING A FITTING IMPLANT
REPLACEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/044,742 filed Apr. 14,
2008.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to the sizing,
machining and installation of replacement implants for vari-
ous living joint applications (for both human and other mam-
mals). More specifically, the present invention teaches a com-
bination portable scanning/sizing and machining device for
quickly and effectively producing an artificial joint implant,
or a smaller sized artificial replacement associated with a
damaged area of an existing joint. A multi-level machining
enclosure incorporates scanner, rotatable carousel with vary-
ing sized implant blank workpieces, an interior CNC machin-
ing compartment, and a lower-most positioned vacuum shav-
ing repository and implant removal station. Additional
features include the provision of a remote combination
machining laser and digitizing photographic hand tool, this
operating within a joint environment and in communication
and cooperation with processing capabilities built into the
machining enclosure, such as for effectuating replacement of
a damaged subset portion of an existing natural or synthetic
joint assembly.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The prior art is well documented with numerous examples
of articles and methods for creating and or producing a three
dimensional model of a part, not limited to prosthetic
implants. Also known is the use and manipulation of com-
puter numerically controlled (CNC) technology, such being
communicated with various turning/cutting machines for per-
forming operations on a workpiece and in order to create a
desired three dimensional pattern.

Relevant systems and methods in the medical related tech-
nologies include the method of making a perfected medical
model on the basis of digitized image information of a body
part as taught by Swaelens, U.S. Pat. No. 5,768,134. Image
information of the body part is converted by rapid prototyping
techniques via a processing unit and a rapid prototype
machine into a basic model which, at least in part, perfectly
shows positive/negative form associated with at least a por-
tion of the body.

Fink, U.S. Pat. No. 5,370,692 discloses a prosthetic bone
implant fabricated to approximately replicate a patient’s
original bone. Computer aided imaging techniques are
applied to generate a data base representing the size and shape
of'the original bone in a three dimensional coordinate system.
The implantable replica is fabricated using the data base and
free form manufacturing to sequentially solidify adjoining
intervals of fluid material including ceramic particles which
may be selectively bonded by sintering or bonding with a
polymer and a monomer which is polymerized at selected
regions by an incident laser beam.

Abe et al., U.S. Pat. No. 7,113,841, teaches an implant
forming method for creating a deficient portion of an existing
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bone and including generating three dimensional data of the
bone based oh a plurality of pieces of tomographic data of the
bone. The shape of the missing portion of bone is estimated
using three dimensional data corresponding to a symmetrical
part of the bone deficient portion.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention discloses a portable machine for
providing the combined features of scanning, digitizing,
numerically machining and delivering a three dimensional
joint replacement article. The present invention is an
improvement over prior NC controlled machining devices in
that it provides a compact device which can be utilized and
easily operated in many non-traditional locations (such as
smaller clinics or hospitals).

The machine exhibits a three dimensional shaped body
incorporating a scanner component for at least receiving a
digitized input corresponding to a set of dimensions associ-
ated with a replacement article to be produced. Incorporated
in the machine is a numerical control guided machining sub-
assembly in communication with at least one material blank
corresponding to an article to be produced. Material shavings
are vacuum removed and collected for disposal and, follow-
ing CNC machining, the finished part is deposited into a
cavity accessed by a retrieval door for removal.

Additional features include a scan window defining access
to an interior compartment for receiving an existing article to
be measured for replication. A carousel is mounted within the
body (such as in an underside facing and accessible location
within an upper most compartment which is in communica-
tion with the numerical controlled machining subassembly)
and supports thereupon a plurality of material blanks corre-
sponding to at least one of implant and cartilage replacement
articles. The carousel is then selectively actuated to position a
selected blank in communication with the machining subas-
sembly. The carousel further includes adjustable and actuat-
able mounting assemblies for securing each implant or carti-
lage blanks in inverted fashion, such as during machining and
successive depositing into a drawer associated with said
retrieval location.

The retrieval drawer is secured within a finished part
repository incorporated into the open interior compartment
and separated from the machining subassembly by an inner
partition. A waste removal enclosure positioned underneath
the machining subassembly incorporates a vacuum intercon-
nected with the machining subassembly, via at least one
vacuum port, and in order to remove machined wasted result-
ing from a numerical controlled operation on the article
blank.

A remote hand tool interfaces with the machine and
includes a 3D digitizing camera/scanner and at least one of a
wired or wireless connection to the scanner component for
effectuating digitizing of either a 2D or 3D image associated
with the article to be replicated. The hand tool exhibits a stem
interconnecting with a handle and exhibiting at least one of a
machining laser, portable vacuum communicating to ahandle
reservoir, and a light emitting source. A power cord commu-
nicates with the waste removal enclosure for powering the
vacuum, numerical controlled machining subassembly, car-
ousel and scanner. A processor built into the enclosure is
communicable with the machining subassembly for dictating
a machining protocol associated with an article to be pro-
duced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference will now be made to the attached drawings,
when read in combination with the following detailed
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description, wherein like reference numerals refer to like
parts throughout the several views, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective illustration of a portable joint
implant manufacturing device according to the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the joint implant device;

FIG. 3 is arotated underside and exploded view of the joint
implant device in FIG. 2 and better illustrating the feature of
the rotatable carousel with multiple implant blanks supported
for selective positioning above the CNC compartment
mounted machining station;

FIG. 4 is a sectional illustration of the uppermost located
scanner compartment incorporating power and scan buttons,
as well as scan window;

FIG. 5 is an illustration of a multi-functional remote com-
bination laser machining and digitizing photographic hand
tool, this operating within a joint environment and in com-
munication and cooperation with processing capabilities built
into the machining enclosure, such as for effectuating
replacement of a damaged subset portion of an existing natu-
ral or synthetic joint assembly;

FIG. 6 is an underside perspective of the rotating carousel,
also shown in FIG. 3, and enlarged to further illustrate indi-
vidual small and large sized implant blanks as well as varying
sized cartilage implants for selectively positioning within an
interior defined machining environment;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged perspective of the inner CNC machin-
ing component, this operating in communication with, the
overhead and underside positioned rotatable carousel for
machining a selected implant or cartilage, combined with, a
removal drawer within which a finished implant/cartilage is
deposited by the carousel;

FIG. 8 is an enlarged perspective of a lowermost positioned
vacuum collection box for collecting machining shavings,
such as through communicating vacuum ports formed in the
bottom side of the machining component, and for depositing
into a shrapnel bin for subsequent removal;

FIG. 9 is an exploded illustration of a portable joint implant
manufacturing device according to a further preferred
embodiment, and including a flatbed digital scanning com-
ponent built into the scanner assembly in overhead commu-
nication with an upper side disposed three position carousel
and lower disposed finished implant retrieval drawer;

FIG. 10 is an illustration of both a third level CNC machin-
ing zone and a fourth level waste deposit and retrieval enclo-
sure associated with the portable implant device of FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is an illustration of CNC machining being per-
formed on a carousel supported implant;

FIG. 12 is a cutaway illustration of an existing implant with
cutout section, such as sectioned by the remote tool associ-
ated with the present invention;

FIG. 12A is a succeeding illustration of a remote and
multi-functional hand tool employed in a first scanning con-
figuration to transmit dimensioning information to a remote
machining station, such as associated with a cartilage replace-
ment for the artificial implant cut-out section; and

FIG. 13 is a sectional view of a machining step undertaken
by the CNC cutter upon a cartilage implant blank and accord-
ing to the digitized signal transmitted by the hand tool;

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to each of FIGS. 1-3, perspective assembled
and exploded illustrations are shown at 10 of a portable joint
implant manufacturing device according to the present inven-
tion. As previously described, the present invention teaches a
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combination portable scanning/sizing and machining device
for quickly and effectively producing an artificial joint
implant, or a smaller sized artificial replacement associated
with, a damaged area of an existing joint.

A multi-level machining enclosure associated with the
implant/cartilage manufacturing device incorporates, in one
preferred embodiment, a four level assembly including each
of an uppermost scanner compartment 12, a rotatable carou-
sel with varying sized implant blank workpieces 14, an inte-
rior CNC machining compartment 16, and a lower-most posi-
tioned vacuum shaving repository and implant removal
station 18. Additional features include the provision of a
remote combination machining laser and digitizing photo-
graphic hand tool 20 and which, as will be subsequently
described, operates both independently of, as well as in com-
munication with, various numerically controlled (or NC) pro-
cessing and machining capabilities associated with the
machine, farther such that the digitizing tool 20 can be
remotely positioned in an external joint environment (such as
for use within the patient body cavity, or in situ positioned, for
scanning worn or fractured joints or bones) and for effectu-
ating replacement of a damaged subset portion of an existing
natural or synthetic joint assembly.

Referencing again FIGS. 1,2 and 4, the upper level scanner
12 includes such as a power button 22, scan button 24 and
scan window 26. As with each of the stackable components
12-18, the scanner 12 exhibits a generally polygonal (four
sided square) shape having a selected thickness. The scan
window 26, according to one variant, can be opened (not
shown), such as in order to reveal an interior volume associ-
ated with the upper level scanner 12, this further being of
sufficient dimension to permit placement therein of a smaller
sized implants or cartilage portions for replication.

The surface positioned scan window 26 is further under-
stood to function in one embodiment to digitize and generate
a substantially two dimensional profile of a desired implant to
be produced. It is further understood that the interior of the
scanner compartment 12 can additionally provide base, side
and top scan surfaces (or mirrors), these farther capable of
being positioned or arrayed within an interior of the scanner
compartment 12 in such as fashion as to facilitate the genera-
tion of highly detailed and anatomically correct data for sub-
sequently creating a three dimensional digitized copy/repre-
sentation of a desired implant to be produce. Such implants
(not shown) are understood to include any of an existing part
removed from the patient for replication, as well as a cast or
other low grade two or three dimensional model or template
for providing the necessary dimensions for subsequent repli-
cation.

The scanner unit 12 is further understood to incorporate
known digitizing technology, the use and manipulation of
which is understood to be within the skill of one of ordinary
skill in the art, and which enables it to produce a detailed three
dimensional map of the implant configuration which is
desired to be copied for subsequent interfacing with the car-
ousel 14 and CNC machining 16 components. As will also be
described in reference to the remote and multi-functional
hand tool 20, the scanner 12 may include a wireless receiver
which operates in a second application to receive a (wireless)
transmitted signal from the hand tool, this being alternatively
communicated to the additional operating components of the
machine. Other variants also include a dedicated communi-
cation line (not shown) being established between tire hand
tool and the digitizing interfacing component (e.g. processor)
associated with the scanner 12 compartment.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-3 and 5, the remote combina-
tion machining laser and digitizing photographic hand tool 20
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is illustrated operating within a joint environment and in
communication and cooperation with processing capabilities
built into the machining enclosure, such as again for effectu-
ating replacement of a damaged subset portion of an existing
natural or synthetic joint assembly. As best shown in FIG. 5,
the hand tool 20 exhibits a gripping handle from which
extends a stem 28 terminating in a multi-functioning
upturned end.

Features built into the tool 20 include such as an illuminat-
ing (such as fiber optic/LED or the like) light source 30, a
combination digital camera/scanner unit 32 (this provided
such as for taking a 3D digital photo of an area existing inside
a joint and such as associated with a laser machined and
sectioned location for which a desired implant portion is
desired to be produced), a laser cutter 34, and a proximately
located vacuum orifice 36 which withdraws and communi-
cates shavings and the like to a based located collection bin 38
defined within the hand tool handle (and such as which can be
emptied via a slide open door or accessible screw end cap (not
shown). Although not shown, additional internal features
associated with the hand tool can include such as a battery
power source for operating the various described compo-
nents.

A digital wireless transmitter is also incorporated into the
tool 20 (extending from such as a handle end location at 39 in
FIG. 5) and in order to transmit digitized data taken by the
camera/scanner to the scanner unit 12 associated with the
body of the machine 10. As previously described, appropriate
digitization technology is known in the relevant art and can be
adapted for incorporation into the hand held tool 20, in similar
fashion to such technology concurrently being incorporated
into the electronic architecture of the scanner compartment
12. It is again understood that, although not shown, a wired
variant can again substitute for the wireless antenna 39 and
can hardwire connect the remote tool 20 directly with aninput
location associated with the scanner.

In this fashion, and as will be further described in reference
to future described embodiments, the inserting tip of the hand
tool 20 is capable of operating within a remote human or other
animal joint environment, such as during scanning/cutting/
vacuuming steps, and in order to prepare the interior joint
environment for the subsequent manufacture and installation
of a desired and high tolerance matching cartilage portion or
smaller sized implant replacement, such again further being
facilitated by wireless communication of 3D digital data from
the tool 20 to the scanner unit 12 as an alternate to directly
placing a 3D article to be replicated within he scanner com-
partment 26. A remote tool storage receptacle 40 is also
configured, such as along an exterior surface of the main
machining component 16 (see again FIG. 1), for receiving
and supporting the hand tool 20 in a secure and accessible
location when such is not in use.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 6, the underside positioned
carousel 14 is again shown (a rear side of the carousel being
integrally attached in downwardly facing fashion to the scan-
ner 12) and exhibits a rotating circular platform 42 upon
which are secured (in likewise downwardly facing fashion) a
plurality of three individual compartments, these respectively
including a first smaller sized implant blank 44, a second
larger 46 sized implant blank, and a third individual plurality
of cartilage blanks 48, 50 and 52. Also shown in FIG. 6 is an
electrical connection 54, such as is used for engaging a socket
location within the CNC compartment 16 and in order to
provide power to rotate the carousel. Also shown in regards to
the implant blank compartments are support rails 56 and 58,
upon which are secured pairs 60 and 62 of linearly actuating
and opposing end supports, these being either spring loaded
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or otherwise inwardly biasing for securing the implant blanks
44 and 46 thereupon and therebetween.

FIG. 7 illustrates an enlarged perspective of the inner CNC
machining component 16, this constituting a generally third
level of the portable machining assembly and operating in
communication with the overhead secured and underside
communicable rotatable carousel 42 for successively posi-
tioning and then machining a selected implant 44 or 46 or
cartilage 48, 50, or 52. As also illustrated in FIG. 2, the CNC
machining component 16 exhibits a substantially open inte-
rior which is subdivided into a first machining zone 64 and a
second finished tool deposit zone 66.

A portable 3D CNC cutting machine subassembly is gen-
erally represented at 68, this being traversable along each of
X, Y and Z axes as is shown in FIG. 7. The technology
surrounding the CNC subassembly 68 need not be further
described beyond stating that appropriate known and conven-
tional machining technology is capable of being integrated
into the present machine and communicated by appropriate
microprocessor driven technology.

A tool cutting zone 64 is supported at an upward most
extending location of the CNC cutting machine subassembly
68 and is responsive to numerical input controls, this such as
associated with the further processor subassembly either built
into the machine, see for example as shown in phantom
located within compartment 67 and which connects to cutting
zone 64 via communication line 69 in order to instruct a
machining protocol for a replacement article to be produced
from one of die blanks. Alternatively, the required processor
input can be inputted via an external PC or hard drive (not
shown) in order to continually position and reposition die
upwardly extending cutting tool 70 relative to a carousel
platen 42 rotated and repositioned implant or cartilage blank.
An associated tool bit is selected for mounting within an
upwardly directed spindle assembly associated with the cut-
ting zone, as again shown at 70, and is preferably rated for
machining hard/soft synthetic plastics typically associated
with such implants or cartilages.

A pair of ports are shown at 72 and 74 (see again FIGS. 3
and 7) and are powered by a portable vacuum built into an
underlying and communicating fourth level vacuum box 18.
The vacuum ports 72 and 74 operate to remove dust and
smaller sized shaving particles from machining process, fol-
lowing the completion of which the carousel platen 42 is
rotated with the finished machined implant or cartridge for
releasing (via controls built into each pair of linear actuating
end supports 60 or 62, or other suitable release mechanism
associated with the individual cartilage blanks 48, 50 and 52)
the finished machined product into the tool deposit zone 66.

A drawer 76 is mounted within an opening 78 (see FIG. 7)
communicable with the tool deposit zone 66 and such that,
upon completion and depositing of the finished item, the
drawer 76 can be automatically opened (such as by internal
controls) for releasing the product for removal from the
machine. It is also envisioned that, depending upon the
embodiment, the drawer may not include a configured
handle, and such as for preventing access to the machine
interior until completion of the machining cycle. That said,
additional variants can contemplate the provision of a handle
configured pull drawer, and which can further be locked until
completion of the machining and depositing cycles.

Referring to FIG. 8, an enlarged perspective is shown of the
lowermost positioned vacuum collection box 18, again for
collecting machining shavings resulting from the CNC
machining process described in reference to FIG. 7. An elec-
trical powered vacuum is shown at 80, and around which is
configured a filter 82. The vacuum communicates with the
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underside defined ports 72 and 74 of the CNC machining
compartment 16, via shrapnel/chip/dust collection bins 84
and 86 defined within the mating locations in the vacuum box
into which are deposited the waste items associated with the
machining process for subsequent removal. The path of the
exhaust follows arrow 88, this corresponding with a vent (not
shown) defined along a rear surface of the vacuum box 18.

Also shown in FIG. 8 is the provision of a power cord 90 for
powering die vacuum motor 80, as well as the CNC machin-
ing functions, the rotatable platen 42 and the upper disposed
scanner. A socket 92 is also shown in FIG. 8, and to which the
electrical connection socket 54 (previously shown in FIG. 3 in
relation to the underside facing carousel 14) can be engaged
for powering the upper component layers of the assembly.
Although not specifically detailed, it is understood that any
appropriate wiring scheme can be employed into the machine
for communicating power from such as the lower most level,
associated with the power cord 90, to the various interrelating
and functioning components.

Having now undertaken a detailed explanation of the CNC
operable and joint/cartilage producing machine 10, reference
will now be made as to a number of joint implant and cartilage
applications which are made possible by the machining pro-
cesses described herein. FIG. 9 is an exploded illustration of
aportable joint implant manufacturing device 94 according to
afurther preferred embodiment and including a flatbed digital
scanning component 96 built into the scanner assembly in
overhead communication with an upper side disposed three
position carousel 98 and lower disposed finished implant
retrieval drawer 100.

The assembly of FIG. 9 consists of an alternate configura-
tion, as opposed to that detailed throughout FIGS. 1-8, and of
a scanning, repositioning, machining and depositing assem-
bly for producing a precise 2D sectioned bone mounted end
associated with a replacement implant or cartilage. Of note, a
flatbed scanner 102 is associated with the upper positioned
component 96 and into which is placed a selected implant
item 104 for which replication by a new replacement implant
is desired.

In the particular configuration shown in FIG. 9, the flatbed
scanner 102 is configured in this particular environment for
providing detailed 2D measurement of section bone end
mounting cross section, this in order to precisely machine the
inner and outer annular dimensions associated with the bone
mounting surface of the implant and in order to guarantee a
precise fit when mounted within the joint environment. AM
105 is provided, and upon which the surface located scanner
102 is positioned. The lid 105 can be pivoted, via hinges 107,
to an open position and to reveal an interior of the scanning
compartment 96, and such as which can contain further scan-
ning facilities for creating larger 2D or 3D digitized models of
a sample template implant or cartilage in similar fashion as
previously described.

As further shown in reference to the carousel 98, three
positions are again shown for segregating small 106, medium
108 and large 110 sized implants, these being mounted in
downwardly facing manner (and again, so that the sectioned
bone end mounting locations project in underside communi-
cating fashion with an interior of an underlying machine zone
112 associated with the alternate variant of F1G. 9. Following
scanning at the first upper level of the previous item 104 to be
replicated, the carousel platen 98 is rotated so that a desired
sized replacement implant is repositioned with its down-
wardly extending bone end mounting profile (not shown)
projecting in downward and communicating fashion with an
interior location of the machining zone cavity 112, and within
which is mounted the suitable CNC machining sub-assembly
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(also not shown but understood to correspond to that previ-
ously described). Following the NC controlled machining
process (see again previous description associated with FIG.
7 and which contemplates machining while the implant is
supported upon the platen carousel), this finished implant
article is rotated and deposited for removal via the drawer
100.

FIG. 10 is an illustration of both an interior cutaway of a
third level CNC machining zone, again shown at 112, and a
fourth level waste deposit and retrieval enclosure 114, asso-
ciated with the portable implant device of FIG. 9. As with the
first disclosed variant, the CNC machining zone includes an
inner partition 116 for separating the CNC cutting zone 118
from the remainder of the cavity interior. A 2D machining
process is performed by the associated cutting tool, this pro-
viding a machined profile matching the 2D scanned data
regarding the desired sectioning bone end mounting data.
Consistent with earlier variants, the machined dust and waste
shavings from die implant machining operation is vacuum
withdrawn into the lower collection enclosure 114 for later
removal.

As is now shown in FIG. 11, a more detailed sectional
illustration is provided of a CNC machining operation being
performed on a selected carousel supported implant (e.g. as
previously shown at 106 in FIG. 9). As described previously,
a top cartilage 119 surface of the joint is secured, in this
version via suction or other suitable adhering locations or the
like (see at 120) and which project downwardly from the
rotatable turntable 98, for preventing movement of an under-
side bone mounting perimeter 121 associated with the
implant 106, during machining by the 2D cutter, see at 123.
As is also shown, a unique stepped configuration is imparted
in the bone end mounting perimeter 121 (see further inward
step 122) this facilitating a more precise fit when secured to
the sectioned bone end (not shown) associated with the
patient.

FIG. 12 is a cutaway illustration 124 of an existing (e.g.
typically composite hard plastic) implant with cutout section
126, this in turn being defined within soft plastic cartilage
layer 128. The cutout section 126 is, according to one pre-
ferred embodiment, removed by such as the remote tool (see
previously as described at 20 in FIG. 5).

FIG. 12A is a succeeding illustration of a remote and
multi-functional hand tool 130, this employed in a first scan-
ning configuration to transmit dimensioning information to a
remote scanner input location associated with a machining
station, and such as further associated with a desired cartilage
replacement for installing within the artificial implant cut-out
section. It is also contemplated that the tool 130 can be
employed (in much the same fashion as described in reference
to the tool 20 in FIG. 1) in a first operation to section/clean a
joint or cartilage area to be replicated (see again operation of
FIG. 12A) following which the tool 130 is re-employed in a
digitized scanning function to transmit the necessary infor-
mation for subsequent replication of the necessary replace-
ment article.

Finally, and referring to FIG. 13, a sectional view is shown
of' a machining step undertaken by the CNC cutter 123 pre-
viously described, and such as upon a cartilage implant blank
132 constructed of a soft plastic material, this according to the
digitized signal transmitted by the hand tool 130 and gener-
ally referenced at 134. The cartilage blank 132 is mounted in
a similar fashion as described in reference to the implants
106-110, and reference is again made to the initial embodi-
ment described in FIGS. 1-8.

Having described my invention, other and additional pre-
ferred embodiments will become apparent to those skilled in
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the art to which it pertains, and without deviating from the
scope of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A machine for producing a three dimensional joint
replacement article, comprising:

a three dimensional shaped body incorporating a scanner
component for at least receiving a digitized input corre-
sponding to a set of dimensions associated with a three
dimensional joint replacement article to be produced;

a carousel mounted within said body and supporting
thereon a plurality of material blanks, each blank corre-
sponding to a three dimensional joint replacement
article to be produced;

said body further comprising a numerical control guided
machining subassembly situated within said body in
machining communication with at least one of said
material blanks mounted on said carousel, said machin-
ing subassembly being located beneath said carousel;
and

a retrieval location associated with said body and into
which a machined one of the blanks in the form of a
finished part is deposited following conclusion of
machining.

2. The machine as described in claim 1, said scanner com-
ponent further comprising a scan window defining access to
an interior compartment of the body for receiving an existing
article to be measured for replication.

3. The machine as described in claim 1, wherein said plu-
rality of material blanks supported on said carousel corre-
spond to at least one of implant and cartilage replacement
articles, said carousel being selectively actuated to position a
selected one of the blanks in machining communication with
said machining subassembly.

4. The machine as described in claim 3, wherein said car-
ousel is mounted with said scanner component in a position
that is under the scanner component and that is above an open
interior compartment associated with said numerical con-
trolled machining subassembly, said carousel further com-
prising adjustable and actuatable mounting assemblies for
securing said implant and cartilage blanks for machining and
for successive depositing of the respective finished parts into
a drawer associated with said retrieval location.

5. The machine as described in claim 4, said retrieval
drawer being secured within a finished part repository incor-
porated into said open interior compartment and separated
from the machining subassembly by an inner partition.

6. The machine as described in claim 3, further comprising
a waste removal enclosure positioned underneath said
machining subassembly and incorporating a vacuum inter-
connected with said machining subassembly via at least one
vacuum port in order to remove machined waste resulting
from a numerical controlled operation performed by said
machining subassembly on one of the material blanks.

7. The machine as described in claim 6, further comprising
a power cord communicating with said waste removal enclo-
sure for powering said vacuum, said numerical controlled
machining subassembly, said carousel and said scanner com-
ponent.

8. The machine as described in claim 7, further comprising
aprocessor communicable with said machining subassembly
for dictating a machining protocol associated with an article
to be produced.

9. The machine as described in claim 1, further comprising
a remote hand-held tool interfacing with said scanner com-
ponent and comprising a 3D digitizing camera and scanner
and at least one of a wired or wireless connection to said
scanner component for effectuating digitizing of at least one
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of'a two dimensional and a three dimensional image associ-
ated with an article to be replicated.

10. The machine as described in claim 9, said hand tool
further comprising a stem interconnecting with a handle and
exhibiting at least one of a machining laser, a portable vacuum
communicating to a handle reservoir, and a light emitting
source.

11. A machine for producing a three dimensional joint
replacement article, comprising:

a body establishing an interior enclosure separated into
multiple layers and including an uppermost layer incor-
porating a scanner component for receiving a digitized
input corresponding to a set of dimensions associated
with a three dimensional joint replacement article to be
produced, said scanner component further comprising a
scan window defining access to an interior compartment
for receiving an existing article to be measured for rep-
lication;

a carousel mounted within said body and supporting there-
upon a plurality of material blanks corresponding to at
least one of implant and cartilage replacement articles,
said carousel being selectively actuated to position a
selected blank mounted thereon in machining commu-
nication with a numerical controlled machining subas-
sembly located underneath said carousel; and

a retrieval location associated with said body and into
which a finished part fashioned from the selected blank
is deposited following conclusion of machining of the
selected blank.

12. The machine as described in claim 11, wherein said
carousel is mounted with said scanner component in a posi-
tion that is under the scanner component and that is above an
open interior compartment associated with said numerical
controlled machining subassembly, said carousel further
comprising adjustable and actuatable mounting assemblies
for securing said implant and cartilage blanks for machining
and for successive depositing of the respective finished parts
into a drawer associated with said retrieval location.

13. The machine as described in claim 12, said retrieval
drawer being secured within a finished part repository incor-
porated into said open interior compartment and separated
from the machining subassembly by an inner partition.

14. The machine as described in claim 11, further compris-
ing a waste removal enclosure positioned underneath said
machining subassembly and incorporating a vacuum inter-
connected with said machining subassembly via at least one
vacuum port in order to remove machined waste resulting
from a numerical controlled operation performed by said
machining subassembly on one of the material blanks.

15. The machine as described in claim 14, further compris-
ing a power cord communicating with said waste removal
enclosure for powering said vacuum, said numerical con-
trolled machining subassembly, said carousel and said scan-
ner component.

16. The machine as described in claim 15, further compris-
ing a processor built into said interior enclosure and commu-
nicable with said machining subassembly for dictating a
machining protocol associated with an article to be produced.

17. The machine as described in claim 11, further compris-
ing a remote hand-held tool interfacing with said scanner
component and comprising a 3D digitizing camera and scan-
ner and at least one of a wired or wireless connection to said
scanner component for effectuating digitizing of at least one
of'a two dimensional and a three dimensional image associ-
ated with the existing article to be replicated.

18. The machine as described in claim 17, said hand tool
further comprising a stem interconnecting with a handle and
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exhibiting at least one of a machining laser, a portable vacuum
communicating to a handle reservoir, and a light emitting
source.

19. A machine for producing a three dimensional joint

replacement article, comprising:

a three dimensional shaped body for receiving a digitized
input corresponding to a set of dimensions associated
with a three dimensional joint replacement article to be
produced;

a remote hand-held tool interfacing with said body and
comprising a 3D digitizing camera and scanner and at
least one of a wired or wireless connection to the body
for effectuating digitizing of at least one of a two dimen-
sional and a three dimensional image associated with an
article to be replicated;

a carousel mounted within said body and supporting
thereon a plurality of material blanks, each blank corre-
sponding to a three dimensional joint replacement
article to be produced;
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said body further comprising a numerical control guided

machining subassembly situated within said body in
machining communication with at least one of said
material blanks mounted on said carousel, said machin-
ing subassembly being located beneath said carousel;
and

a retrieval location associated with said body and into

which a machined one of the blanks in the form of a
finished part is deposited following conclusion of
machining.

20. The machine as described in claim 19, said hand tool
further comprising a stem interconnecting with a handle and
exhibiting at least one of a machining laser, a portable vacuum
communicating to a handle reservoir, and a light emitting

15 source.
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